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BOROUGH OF POOLE

COUNCIL MEETING

21 FEBRUARY 2008

The Meeting commenced at 7.02pm and concluded at 9.37pm.

Present:

Councillor Allen (Mayor) 
Councillor Mrs Butt (Deputy Mayor) 
Councillor Mrs Lavender (Sheriff)
Councillors Adams, Ms Atkinson, Brooke, Brown, Bulteel, Chandler, Clements, 

Curtis, Mrs Dion, Eades, Mrs Evans, Gillard, Mrs Haines, Mrs Hillman, 
Leverett, Mrs Long, Maiden, Martin, Mason, Matthews, Montrose, Mrs 
Moore, Parker, Plummer, Rampton, Sorton, Mrs Stribley, Trent, Mrs 
Walton, White, Wilkins, Miss Wilson, Wilson and Woodcock.

Members of the public present at the Meeting: approximately 6

Members of the Standards Committee present at the Meeting:   2

C144.08 PRAYERS

Prayers were said

C145.08 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Burden, Mrs Deas, 
Gregory and Meachin.

C146.08 MINUTES

RESOLVED that 

(i) the Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council held on the 18th 
December 2007 having been previously circulated be taken as read 
and confirmed subject to the inclusion of Councillor Sorton under list of 
Members present; and

(ii) the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Council held on the 12th 
February 2008 having been previously circulated also be taken as 
read, confirmed and both sets of Minutes for 18th December 2007, (as 
amended), and 12th February 2008 to be signed by the Mayor as a true 
record.
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C143.08 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bulteel, Mrs Hillman, Wilkins, Miss Wilson and Wilson being 
Directors and Board Members of Poole Housing Partnership Limited (PHP) declared 
prejudicial interests in Agenda Items 9 and 10, Housing Revenue Account (HRA) 
Rent Setting and Service Charges 2008/9 and Poole Housing Partnership Limited 
(PHP) Management Fee 2008/9, Delivery Plan 2008/9, Housing Revenue Account, 
Capital Programme and Review of the Management Agreement and signified their 
intention to leave the Council Chamber during discussion and voting on the above 
items.  

Councillor Trent declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 9 as above as a 
tenant of Poole Housing Partnership and Item 10 also as a tenant of Poole Housing 
Partnership Limited.

Councillor Mrs Long declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 11, Medium 
Term Financial Plan 2008/9 – 2010/11 including Budget 2008/9 in relation to issues 
relating to the Police and Fire Authority.

C144.08 MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred the Council to his Communications, a copy of which had 
been circulated to all Members, which outlined a number of engagements he had 
undertaken since the last Council Meeting making particular reference to the Civic 
Awards Ceremony on 18th January 2008.

The Mayor was pleased to host this event at which Members of the 
community were recognised and awarded for their outstanding contributions in the 
fields of charity and voluntary work, community involvement and sporting 
achievement.

Councillor Charles Meachin

The Mayor informed the Council that Councillor Meachin had been in hospital 
and was now at home.  The Council joined with the Mayor in wishing Councillor 
Meachin a speedy recovery.  The Mayor was to write on behalf of the Council 
expressing these sentiments to Councillor Meachin.

C145.08 PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS

(a) From Members of the public

There were no petitions.

(b) From Members

Councillor Brooke presented a Petition from a large number of 
residents requesting, in the following terms:-
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The Council to consider keeping Poole Sports Centre open.

RESOLVED that in accordance with Standing Orders that the Petition be 
referred to the Environment Overview Group and Cabinet.

C146.08 QUESTION FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

The following question had been received from Mr Wayne Harris of Poole to 
the Leader of the Council.

Public Sector Procurement

“Has the Council achieved its targets to making contracts to tender accessible 
to small and medium enterprises on line by the second quarter of 2007 and does the 
Council intend to sign up to the “Small Business Concorde Act”?

Councillor Leverett responded in the following terms:-

“The Council has improved its online service for making contracts to tender 
more accessible to all contractors including Small and Medium sized Enterprises. 
Currently a number of contracts and information of the type of goods and services 
the Council buys is available on site. Our plans are to improve this further and 
software has been purchased which will enable all our service units to post current 
contracts information on the Council's webpage which will further enable suppliers to 
see what we are buying and when contracts are up for renewal. 

To help organisations like Small and Medium sized Enterprises the Council is 
committed to providing a single, integrated website, which pre-supposes a large 
element of commonality in 'look & feel' and ensures the whole site meets usability, 
quality and accessibility standards . 

The Council is very mindful of the Small Business Friendly Concordat, which 
has the objective of assisting more small local businesses to secure Council 
contracts. Our Procurement Strategy is due to be refreshed during the course of next 
year as part of our overall drive towards efficiency and Business Transformation. 
This refresh will enable members to consider the benefits of the Small Business 
Friendly Concordat in light of the Council's commitment towards efficiency”.

The Mayor thanked Mr Harris for his Question and for attending the Meeting.

C147.08 BUDGET TRANSFER (VIREMENT): REPORT OF THE PORTFOLIO 
HOLDER FOR LOCAL ECONOMY

Councillor Parker drew the Council’s attention to the requirement within 
Financial Regulations for the following virement to be approved by Council.

Councillor Parker explained that Council at its Meeting on the 18th December 
2007 had approved funding for Phase II of the South East Dorset Transport Study 
incorporating three elements of data collection, model development including the full 
RSS development levels forecast for 2026 and reporting Phase II being a model 
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build including data collection and primary testing t second Phase of three Phrases 
of the South East Dorset Transport Study.

The original budget for 2007/08 included £250,000 supported from the South 
West Regional Development Agency (SWRDA).  The contribution from SWRDA 
would now be used in future years to support Phase III of the Project.  Cabinet had 
been requested to approve the virement of £250,000 for virement within the service 
of £250,000 to the South East Dorset Transport Study.  He had unanimously 
recommended this budget transfer to Council.  

A Member sought reassurances following the Examination In Public for the 
Regional Strategy that the transport policy should be re-written and that for the third 
Phase it was vital that the Policies took on board the results of the Regional Spatial 
Study and were fit for purpose and appropriate.  

Councillor Parker assured the Member that Multi-Agency Agreements had 
stressed that this transport model was essential in order to influence any A338/East/ 
West corridor highway improvement.

RESOLVED that the virement of £250,000, within a statement of service to 
the South East Dorset Transport Study, be approved.

C148.08 HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT (HRA) RENT SETTING AND SERVICE 
CHARGES 2008/9: REPORT OF THE PORTFOLIO HOLDER FOR 
WELLBEING AND HOUSING

Note Councillors Bulteel, Mrs Hillman, Wilkins, Miss Wilson, having declared 
prejudicial interests, left the Chamber before discussion and voting on this 
Item.

Councillor Ms Atkinson, the Portfolio Holder for Wellbeing and Housing, 
introduced this item explaining that the Community Support Overview Group, at its 
Meeting on the 15th January 2008, had considered all the issues with regard to the 
Rent Setting and Medium Term Financial Plan but this had been based on the draft 
subsidy determination which suggested a 6.5% increase in rent.  Cabinet, at its 
Meeting on the 5th February 2008, had been informed that the Government had now 
extended the conversion target from 2011/2012 to 2016/2017 which meant that the 
overall impact of rent restructuring was that the rent increase for 2008/9 would 
increase on average by 5.9%.

The Government had proposed the introduction of a new rent setting structure 
with the object of ensuring that social rent would remain fair, affordable and closely 
linked to the “quality tenants value and property”.  

Councillor Ms Atkinson referred to the review of fees and charges and 
explained that heating charges were 12% and that the Council was only recouping 
what it was charged for utility bills.

A Member commented that he was worried about the trends with the tax on 
rents being at the same level as the mid-90’s when Councils were forced to look at 
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stock transfers.  The Government had ring-fenced money to use in cities and other 
housing projects.  This was not to be the case in the future.  He felt the Council 
should express concern about these increases and the impact on tenants.  He 
acknowledged that those on housing benefit would notice the difference but rent and 
Council Tax increases above inflation would be very difficult for other tenants to 
sustain.  Another Member expressed that he was very worried about the effect that 
rising rents increases would have on tenants particularly in the way the increase was 
being distributed.  He referred in particular to Trinidad House where a one-bed 
bungalow - the increase in rent and Council Tax would increase from £56.50 per 
week to £76.57, yet a single person’s pension was only £84.  He felt the rent 
increase was a burden on those who could least afford it.

A Member also queried whether there was in fact a prejudicial interest for 
Councillors who were members of the Poole Housing Partnership Board as he felt 
they were appointed by the Council to serve the best interests of the tenants of 
Poole?  A Member spoke in support of the proposed increases, in particular, having 
seen the improvements to properties.  The Portfolio Holder explained that in the 
absence of the Monitoring Officer, the Deputy Monitoring Officer had given                                                                                                                                          
written advice to all Members of Poole Housing Partnership Board and she was sure 
this could be circulated to all Members, explaining only those elected Members of 
Poole Housing Partnership Ltd Board had a prejudicial interest.  

The proposals were moved and seconded.  The requisite number of Members 
requested that voting be recorded and voting was as follows:

For: Councillors Adams, Ms Atkinson, Mrs Butt (Deputy Mayor) 
Chandler, Mrs Dion, Mrs Evans, Gillard, Mrs Haines, Mrs Lavender, 
Leverett, Montrose, Parker, Rampton, Sorton, Mrs Stribley, Mrs Walton, 
White and Woodcock.

Against: Councillors Brooke, Brown, Clements, Curtis, Eades, Mrs 
Long, Maiden, Martin, Mason, Matthews, Mrs Moore and Plummer.

Abstained: Councillors Allen (the Mayor) and Trent.

The Proposals were CARRIED.

RESOLVED that the Council approve:

(i) that an average increase in dwelling rents of 5.9% is applied for 
2008/9, individual properties however, are to move towards their 
Formula Rent, as required by the Government’s rent restructuring 
policy; 

(ii) the Housing Revenue Account Budget for 2008/9 and the Medium 
Term Financial Plan as set out in Appendix D and F to the Report 
to Cabinet and Council; and 

(iii) the scale of charges as set out in Appendix C of the Report to 
Cabinet and Council.
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C149.08 POOLE HOUSING PARTNERSHIP LIMITED (PHP) MANAGEMENT FEE 
2008/9, DELIVERY PLAN 2008/9, HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT (HRA) 
CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND THE REVIEW OF THE MANAGEMENT 
AGREEMENT: REPORT OF THE PORTFOLIO HOLDER FOR WELLBEING 
AND HOUSING

Note:  Councillors Bulteel, Mrs Hillman, Wilkins, Miss Wilson and Wilson 
remained outside of the Chamber and took no part in discussion or voting on this 
item also, having declared prejudicial interests as members of the Poole Housing 
Partnership Ltd Board.

Councillor Ms Atkinson, the Portfolio Holder, introduced her Report, explaining 
that Poole Housing Partnership Limited managed the Council’s housing stock on 
behalf of the Council who retained its ownership.  PHP administered the Capital 
Investment for the Council and managed the Council’s Housing Revenue Account.  
The Management Agreement required PHP to set out an Annual Delivery Plan for 
the Council to consider, setting out performance against the standard set in the 
previous 12 months, Actions Plans where performance had not achieved the target, 
performance targets for the next 12 months, the proposed Capital Investment 
Programme funded from Council resources but administered by PHP and the 
Resourcing Plan for the proposed capital works.  On this basis the Council was to 
agree a Management Fee to deliver the Plan.

A Member commented that he was pleased that this year’s Management Fee 
did not have efficiency savings imposed, as had last year’s.  He felt that it was more 
equitable the way the Management Fee was being calculated this year.  He realised 
that these were Gershon savings, not imposed by the Council but difficult none the 
less for Poole Housing Partnership to achieve.  The proposals were moved and 
seconded.  The requisite number of Members requested that voting be recorded and 
voting and was as follows:

For: Councillors Adams, Ms Atkinson, Mrs Butt (Deputy Mayor), Mrs 
Dion, Mrs Evans, Gillard, Mrs Haines, Mrs Lavender, Leverett, Montrose, 
Parker, Rampton, Sorton, Mrs Stribley, Mrs Walton, White and 
Woodcock.

Against: Councillors Brooke, Brown, Clements, Curtis, Eades, Mrs 
Long, Maiden, Martin, Mason, Matthews, Mrs Moore and Plummer.

Abstained: Councillors Allen (the Mayor) and Trent

The proposal was CARRIED.

RESOLVED

(i) That the Annual Management Fee to Poole Housing Partnership 
Limited, paid by the Council, be £8,057,000;
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(ii) That the delivery target proposed by PHP for 2008/9, detailed in 
Appendix A to the Report to Cabinet and Council be approved;

(iii) Following Council’s approval of the HRA Capital Programme, the 
detailed HRA Capital Programme, as shown in Appendix B to the 
Report be approved;

(iv) That the proposed changes to the Management Agreement 
between the Borough of Poole and PHP, as shown in Appendices 
C, D and E to the Report to Cabinet and Council be approved; and

(v) That the PHP Business and Delivery Plan at Appendix F to the 
Report be noted.

C150.08 MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 2008/09 – 2010/11 (INCLUDING 
BUDGET 2008/09): REPORT OF THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL AND 
CHAIRMAN OF THE CABINET

Councillors Bulteel, Mrs Hillman, Wilkins, Miss Wilson and Wilson returned to 
the Chamber.

It was moved, seconded and RESOLVED

That Council Rule 14.4 “Contents and length of speeches” be suspended to 
allow the Leader of the Council and a Member of the Liberal Democrat Group to 
address the Council on the Medium Term Financial Plan 2008/09 – 2010/11 and the 
Budget 2008/09 and to set the amount of Council Tax for the area of the Borough of 
Poole 2008/09.  

The Mayor invited Councillor Leverett to address the meeting, which he did in 
the following terms:

Councillor Leveret’s Budget Speech

“Mr Mayor

Once again it is my pleasure to present the budget proposals and an outline 
of the way forward that your Council is proposing for the months and years ahead.

I wish first to repeat my thanks of previous years to all our employees, a team 
very ably lead by strong committed managers, with every member knowing their role 
and delivering to a very high standard.  The quality of our performance is recognised 
by residents – more Poole dwellers were satisfied or very satisfied with their 
Council’s delivery of services than any other Unitary Authority in England.  It is also 
acknowledged by external audit that we are performing as a four star Council, the 
highest possible, one of only three authorities in the South West to achieve this 
distinction.  We also received top rating in Social Services, and were one of just 
three out of the 149 authorities in the country to achieve all ten of the Library 
Standards, putting Poole in the top 2%.  Our schools continue to perform to a high 
standard delivering GCSE results in the top twenty for local authorities nationally.  
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These achievements are even more remarkable when it is realised that we are one 
of the worst-funded authorities in the whole country.  Taken together, we can and 
should be justly proud of our achievements.  

However, we are not complacent and realise that we must constantly strive to 
improve our performance.  Last year we tried to draw attention, dramatically, to the 
very poor Government support that we receive by raising a cross-party petition of 
over 6,000 signatures and more than 1,000 individual letters which, together with 
Councillors Elaine Atkinson and Mike Brooke, I delivered to 10 Downing Street.  In 
spite of this and in spite of direct approaches to the previous Local Government 
Minister as well as to the present one, this year’s settlement is no better – in fact it is 
worse.

At a time when the average support given to local authorities increased by 
approximately 5%, how can the Government possibly begin to justify providing Poole 
– already the fourth worst-funded unitary authority in the country – with just a 2% 
increase – the lowest of any top tier Council?  And the future looks even bleaker now 
that we have been notified of our three year settlement.  In the following two years 
we will receive only 1.8% and 1.55% rises, again the lowest for any unitary authority 
in the country!  It is predicted that this year Council Tax nationally will rise by an 
average of 4%.  Whilst I am disappointed that we cannot come in at that figure, I say 
to Government – “Give us just the average funding and this very effective and 
efficient Council will come in with a Council Tax way, way below the national 
average”.

In cash terms, Poole receives just £192 per head of population – the Unitary 
average for England is £377.  Even our neighbour Bournemouth, itself poorly funded, 
receives £329.  If we were funded, per capita, at the same level as Bournemouth, we 
would receive an additional £18.5M per annum, more than the £14.1M we are being 
given as a one off payment for the Second Harbour Crossing!  

Our children fair little better, each receiving £342 less than the national 
average given to children elsewhere for their education.  

Council house tenants in Poole are particularly poorly treated with an average 
of £14.09p per week per property being grabbed by the Government as a tax to be 
redistributed to more favoured areas.

When challenged the Government seeks to justify our very poor level of grant 
by its formula – a formula which itself has already been discredited.  How can you 
begin to justify paying Kingston-Upon-Hull £10M less than the formula prescribes (it 
already receives £558 per head of population) and Brighton and Hove £19M more 
than the formula prescribes?  The only possible conclusion that can be drawn is that 
the formula itself is fundamentally flawed.   

In spite of what may be seen as failure to date to achieve fair funding, we 
must continue to push the issue at every opportunity so that a future Government 
may understand the problem and begin to address the many anomalies.
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In previous years I have pointed out that unless we received better 
Government support, reductions in service would be the inevitable consequence.  
This year we have placed as our priority maintaining all services at a fair and 
acceptable level although savings have had to and have been made.  We have 
however sought to keep changes to a minimum and where they will cause the least 
inconvenience.

In order to maximise funding available to the Council we are constantly 
looking to see what grants may be obtained through the RDA, GOSW, English 
Partnerships, the lottery etc.  These however seldom come without strings attached.  
We have sought Lottery funding for a new community facility in Hamworthy – 
something we would all wish to achieve.  However in order to receive a lottery grant 
of £1.160M we have to find £740,000 from a capital fund which is already over-
stretched.  We will continue to look at ways of delivering the new community facility, 
but there still remain financial and other hurdles to be overcome.

I now wish to turn our attention to the Council’s ambitions for the years ahead.  
As we have said before, Poole stands at the threshold of a bright, exciting future but 
that prosperity and the quality of life must be enjoyed by all.  That is why the pathway 
forward must be all-embracing.  

We must continue to protect the most vulnerable in our society and it is with 
satisfaction that I can report good progress is being made on the planned rebuild of 
the Fourways Centre to plans drawn up in consultation with the users.  

Schools and young people are a priority for us.  We will continue to invest in 
our joint project with Bournemouth to deliver the Schools for the Future programme, 
which we will formally enter in April this year.  

The challenge we have accepted is to deliver all our services at continually 
higher levels, at the same time effecting very real savings and ever greater 
efficiency.

Planning remains one of the biggest challenges facing this Council – being so 
successful and one of the most desirable, if not the most desirable area in the 
country, everybody wants to live here.  Our housing needs require an additional 
10,000 homes to be built between 2006-2026.  As if this were not enough, both 
English Nature and the Environmental Agency are placing constraints on where we 
can build through the Heathlands Policy and flood avoidance measures.  Against this 
background we need to give proper consideration to the very real concerns of 
residents especially as regards redevelopment.  We must at the same time always 
recognise the applicant has a right to the grant of planning permission unless it can 
be shown that to do so would result in demonstrable harm in planning terms or would 
be contrary to planning policy.  Sometimes this balance may be very fine and nearly 
impossible to define.

Poole is very fortunate in having as its current Chairman of Planning, 
Councillor Ann Stribley, who brings to the role over thirty years’ experience of the 
development control process, her training as a Magistrate, a passion for Poole and 
above all an overriding sense of fair play.  I would like to thank her and all Members 
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of the Planning Committee for their input to meetings, which on occasion have 
extended beyond midnight.  I would also wish to recognise the commitment and 
dedication which many other Members, of both political parties, bring to this Council.

Our greatest opportunity lies with the regeneration of the Town Centre and 
Lower Hamworthy.  Central to this is the delivery of the Second Harbour Crossing 
which can only be achieved through external funding, most critically, that provided by 
the principal landowner.  Poole Council is currently negotiating with JJ Gallaghers to 
try to achieve development proposals, which could be recommended to our Planning 
Committee. Such proposals require a scheme, which would be of such a design as 
to be acceptable to the Council.  It would also require S106 Agreements to secure 
the core scheme – the bridge and the road network - reasonable affordable housing, 
open space etc.  Even if Council negotiations can produce a scheme, which can be 
recommended for approval, whether to grant or refuse permission at a local level will 
lie solely with the Planning Committee.  But of course any developer who is 
dissatisfied with a decision has the right to go to appeal to an independent inspector 
to determine.

Clearly long and potentially difficult discussions lie ahead.  The Council has 
progressed matters as far as it can and whilst we may all be impatient and wish to 
see a start on the bridge in the very near future, equally we must realise that the 
development will have a very lasting impact on the Town for the rest of this Century.  
We owe it to future generations to get it right and to make sure we get a good 
scheme for Poole.  It is the correctness of the result rather than the speed with which 
it is achieved which is the important factor in our negotiations.  It cannot be a bridge 
at any cost.

Regeneration is not confined to just Hamworthy and the Town Centre; it is an 
holistic approach to what we see as the way forward for the whole of Poole.  We are 
becoming inextricably linked with our neighbours as part of the S E Dorset 
conurbation.  That does not mean that we should be, or that this administration 
supports, a single combined Unitary Authority.  The cultural differences are far too 
great for that to happen at this time.  Equally we should not deny the obvious.  
Already many people live in one part of the conurbation and work in another.  Travel 
to work distance is now a defining factor and what we must do is work together to 
achieve economic prosperity for the sub-region.  To this end, and with our partners 
Bournemouth and Dorset, we have set up a Multi-Area Agreement (MAA), one of 
only 13 pioneer schemes in the country, to work together to ensure the ongoing 
economic prosperity of the region.  The private sector will be an integral part of the 
MAA defining direction and ensuring the delivery of policies.  We currently enjoy 
economic prosperity, a fact that was clearly endorsed in May 2007 when Barclays 
announced that they would continue to invest in offices in Poole, and   planning 
permission has recently been granted for their new office building, which will be 
amongst the highest quality commercial premises along the M27 corridor.  This will 
safeguard over 1,000 jobs and help create a new office market for Poole.  
Nevertheless, we should constantly seek to attract new businesses to the area, - we 
cannot, we must not stand still thereby securing wide career choices which will help 
reverse the drift of 30 year olds from Poole.  
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With such ambition it is essential that we have sound financial strategies in 
place, and we are currently in a good position.  This year (2007/2008) we are 
predicting to come in below budget; we have adequate reserves and a Council Tax 
for Band D below the national average for unitary authorities.  In the last three years 
we have rolled out a massive £7M worth of efficiency savings.

However, there are major cost increases, way above inflation, over which the 
Council has no control.  These include the extra charges associated with an ageing 
population, Waste and Landfill Tax, costs around the Concessionary Fares Scheme 
and Equal Pay, as well as pay rises and general inflationary pressures.  

The Medium Term Financial Plan identifies a cumulative funding shortfall of 
over £6M by the year 2010-2011.  That is why we must seek different and possibly 
more radical ways of looking at the presentation of budget and the delivery of 
services and I am asking the Management Team to prepare a paper by June to 
begin to address these issues.  

This year it has been harder to predict some cost areas, most noticeably the 
equal pay, fuel and interest rates.  The latter is important because we are a net 
lender.  High interest rates favour us, but it would seem that there is a possibility they 
will drop away during the next year.

Taking these pressures in turn, because of the desirability of the area, Poole 
attracts an increasing number of people retiring here.  This has resulted in Poole 
having 1½ times the national average of over 80s.  People are living longer resulting 
in ever increasing needs for support.  This is one of the reasons why we need to 
make substantial additional financial allocation to deal with the social services 
provision in 2008/2009 and beyond.

Collection and disposal of waste remains a problem across the country and 
whilst there are strong arguments that aspects need addressing nationally, we 
nevertheless must deal with it at a local level.  The past year has seen the roll out of 
the very popular green bin collection for garden refuse to many areas of the 
Borough.  We are planning by 2011 to have our own MRF (Materials Recycling 
Facility) which will not only make us independent of other providers, but has the 
potential to mitigate against future cost rises and removing the need for Poole to 
transport waste long distances for separation.  In addition we must pay the increase 
in Landfill Tax, set by the Government to rise next year from £24 to £32 per tonne.  
One might add that as all authorities have to pay the same level of tax, this is yet 
another reason why we should all receive similar basic grant.  The poorest funded 
authorities are required to pay back to the Exchequer in the form of taxation a far 
greater percentage of their Revenue Support Grant than those who are better 
supported.

This year the Government has removed the principle of Ring Fenced Grants 
and replaced them with Area Based Grants.  We are however also choosing to 
continue to support those areas, which historically received the additional funding.  
We are also electing to take up our Transportation (LTP) and Education borrowing 
although, because we are in the ‘floor’ we do not receive extra grant to support that 
borrowing.
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Equal Pay legislation has been with us since the 1970’s.  However, in recent 
years legal actions have been brought extending equalities to job skills, responsibility 
etc.  Local authorities as employers of the widest range of skills are particularly 
vulnerable to claims which could, in some instances, result in compensation being 
backdated for six years.  All local authorities across the country are seeking to 
resolve the matter but at this stage we cannot say with absolute certainty how much 
it will cost and we are including provision based on our best possible estimate.

Last year about 28,000 Poole residents benefitted from free bus travel.  They 
used their passes to undertake almost 2 million journeys but the cost of 
concessionary bus fares also remain an unknown.  Again, the poor funding of this 
Authority with comparable areas has been long argued.  In addition, the effect of 
allowing for the ability to use passes nationwide from April of this year is impossible 
to predict accurately.  We are again worried that Poole, which is a provider of 
services to outlying districts and a tourist destination, could find itself with a further 
shortfall in Government funding with local taxpayers once again left to pick up the 
bill.

World oil prices remain volatile and uncertainty remains as to the actual cost 
of utilities.

For all these reasons it is important that the Council maintains adequate 
balances.

Reserves and balances tend to confuse some Members.  Put simply, in the 
year ahead we are predicting a minimum of £4.7M unearmarked reserves (ie money 
we can choose to use in any way we wish).  In addition we will be holding a further 
£9.2M earmarked or set aside for specific projects but not yet spent and for future 
calls on our purse over and above that specifically outlined in the Revenue and 
Capital Programmes.  These items are individually listed in Appendix E of the 
Agenda papers.  This amounts to 15.3% of net budget requirement, fractionally 
below that of the unitary average of 16.6%, illustrating how our quoted reserves are 
already helping the budget to enable us to deliver the services that we require.

We continue to support a strong capital programme, which is still 
supplemented by a revenue contribution to capital.  Over the period of the MTFP we 
are likely to need to rely on other means of funding.  We are recommending that 
£2.2M of capital reserves be committed to the capital programme and that the MTFP 
programme includes a £1M contingency.  No capital funds have been allocated at 
this time to –

 Revitalising the Town Centre
 Full Sail Ahead
 Materials Recycling Facility (excluding site preparation)
 Carbon Footprint

To use any of our limited reserves to lower Council Tax would be 
irresponsible at this time.  Not only is it unsustainable to continually lower Council 
Tax by using balances, but with so many unknowns regarding future costs we could 
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end up with reserves that are below a figure which Audit considers safe.  In such 
circumstances we would return to the situation we inherited from our predecessors 
when Council Tax had to be levied simply to enable reserves to be built up again.  
With the Government’s capping limits in place, this would mean very real cuts – cuts 
that would go deep and inevitably hurt.

Taking into account all of the pressures placed on the Authority, as well as the 
efficiency savings we can make, and keeping any reduction in service to an absolute 
minimum, I am recommending to the Council a net budget requirement for 2008/09 
of £90,902,000, an increase in Council Tax of 4.9% compared with that of the current 
year.  Whilst it is regrettable that this is just above the rate of inflation (RPI January 
2008 + 4.1%), it should be judged against the very unfair and inadequate 
Government funding; the continual requirement for increased local authority 
services, coupled with the high standard of service Poole is providing that has lead 
to our four star status, our designation of excellence and the very high level of 
resident satisfaction.

Before closing this address, I would like to extend my personal thanks, and 
those of the whole Council, to Mr Bob Jackson who is leaving us after 17 years to 
take up the post of Executive Director at the New Forest District Council.  Bob joined 
this Authority in 1991.  He immediately won the respect of everyone who worked with 
him, both Members and officers.  He has done an excellent job in ensuring 
throughout his stewardship the sound financial basis of this Council.  I am sure that 
everyone will join me in thanking him and wishing him every success and happiness 
in the future.

Mr Mayor

This is a budget that recognises the very poor funding Poole receives from the 
Government; the growing burden on Council Taxpayers; the need to continually look 
for efficiencies and savings and to maintain and improve the excellent services this 
Council provides to its residents.

I formally move the acceptance of the budget, as presented as Item 11 of the 
main Council Agenda.”

The Mayor thanked Councillor Leverett for his speech and invited Councillor 
Eades to respond on behalf of the Liberal Democrat Group.

Councillor Eades Budget Speech

Councillor Eades began by thanking Mr Bob Jackson, the current Head of 
Financial Services and his staff for all the hard work they had undertaken on behalf 
of the Council in preparing the budget and wished Mr Jackson all the best for his 
future as he was leaving the Council to take up a post as a Corporate Director at 
New Forest District Council.  

Councillor Eades then referred to the fact that he felt some Members 
misunderstood the meaning of Council balances referring to the e-mail he had 
circulated to Members outlining that the Budget was overspent in regard to 
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Members’ Allowances.  He stated that the Leader of the Council referred to Poole 
being unfairly treated in relation to Hull and Middlesbrough and other Authorities yet 
Councillor Eades felt the difference between Hull and Poole was obvious and that an 
industrial area like Hull should not be compared with Poole and that the Government 
would not listen to such an argument being put by Poole Council.  Areas such as 
Hull, in industrial heartlands of the North had greater areas of depravation just as 
Bournemouth had more areas of depravation than Poole and that there was no way 
the Council could prove otherwise.  Councillor Eades remarked that if Poole was so 
poorly treated then the Council would be struggling to find cash for the most basic of 
services when in fact the Council had £18 million in Reserves.  He then referred to 
that part of the Leader’s Budget Speech where reference had been made to the 
combining of the Unitary Authorities of Bournemouth and Poole and expressed his 
disbelief that the Leader was even contemplating mentioning this.  

He then continued in the following terms:-

“Mr Mayor, Members, Officers & Residents

I am delighted to be given the fifth opportunity by my Group to deliver the 
Liberal Democrat’s budget response.  

This is the fifth year in a row that the Ruling Group has brought in an above 
inflation Council Tax rise – all this on top of stating prior to the 2003 election that 
“enough is enough” on a Band D of £936 – Councillor Leverett seems determined to 
squeeze every last penny out of the people of Poole by bringing forward a rise just 
under the Government’s capping threshold. 

Mr Mayor, I am opposing this year’s Budget from a different standpoint than in 
previous years – I have proved that by the ever increasing level of reserves that the 
Council is regularly overtaxing the people of Poole.  The first basis on which I am 
opposing this Budget is the permanent imposition of stealth taxes that are hidden 
amongst it.

The Council’s favourite stealth tax is of course car parking charges – these 
are mercilessly going up way above inflation and really impacting on local residents 
– doubling the charge to use the beach car parks in winter for example – a 33% 
increase in residents parking permits – parking now rakes in over £5million per 
annum – double what it was five years ago Mr Mayor.

There are many others of course – crematorium fees, planning application 
charges, Registry Office charges, the huge increases in charges for day care centres 
and transport and meals (under the complete misnomer of a fairer charging policy!!), 
huge increases in charges for the Borough’s leisure centres.

What we also have, Mr Mayor, at the same time as these massive increases 
in income is considerable waste of public monies – starting with the decision to 
spend £40,000 to investigate building a pyramid on public open space.  This was of 
course a most shocking decision and even after scrutiny had done it’s job a senior 
Cabinet Member chose to criticise the callers in as having wasted time on the project 
assuring us all that the Cabinet would have come to the conclusion that the Scheme 
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was a complete non starter earlier if the decision had not been called in.  The 
arrogance displayed in this remark is truly breathtaking – we shouldn’t bother to call 
in decisions because the all wise elite of the Cabinet will always realise they have 
made a mistake in time.  Mr Mayor, even though we stopped this waste the Council 
has still managed to spend at least £5,000 on this frankly nonsensical project.

What we also have is massive waste in the areas of education capital projects 
– Old Town First School is an ongoing financial disaster, Turlin Moor Combined will 
shortly follow it. We have also the scandalous waste of resources at Old Rossmore 
Library lying derelict and undeveloped, Arne Avenue Zig-Zags project not going 
ahead and a shocking plan to dispose of valued community resource at Bearwood.

Furthermore, and most worrying we are now starting to see cut backs in 
valued resources – cuts to library opening hours, book purchases budget cut, pool 
opening times at the Dolphin Pool cut.

All of the above are good reasons to oppose this Budget but I’ll tell you why I 
really can’t vote for this Budget Mr Mayor – because there is absolutely no provision 
for even looking at reopening Poole Sports Centre.  The public out there in the 
streets of Poole cannot understand the warped priorities of a Council that has 
unlimited funds to look at desecrating public open space with a pyramid but washes 
its hands of a valued community resource.

Both Councillor Adams and Councillor Mrs Walton have made the point 
vigorously that the Sports Centre is not a public facility and by implication the Council 
should do nothing to save it– this is an unbelievably short sighted view.  Mr Mayor 
there are numerous avenues by which the sports centre could be reopened – the 
use of 106 monies, the use of some of the £18m of reserves the Council has piled up 
for a rainy day for a start.

But no, the elite Cabinet have made their decision – they are not interested in 
saving the Sports Centre. Mr Mayor, although the Council does not own the sports 
centre it does own the building in which it is situated and the residents of Poole who 
cannot afford private fitness centres and sports clubs are truly upset at the Council’s 
utter indifference to their situation.  I really can’t understand the reluctance of the 
Cabinet to even look at any proposal that may save the sports centre – many many 
residents have lost a valuable part of their lives and the Cabinet just doesn’t care Mr 
Mayor.

The Liberal Democrat Group cannot support this Budget.”

The Mayor thanked Councillor Eades for his speech and opened the debate 
to the floor.

A number of Members spoke against the Leader’s Proposed budget and 
Council Tax.  A Member thanked Mr Jackson for the 12 years he had been Head of 
Financial Services and his sound financial advice.  He explained he was not able to 
support the Budget as he felt this complacent Administration had lost its way and 
was increasing Council Tax by the maximum Government capping rules year on 
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year.  He was concerned at the plight of the elderly at the cost with the increase in 
Council Tax and fees and charges and rents.

He queried what plans the Portfolio Holder for Children’s Services, Education 
and Youth Services had to increase facilities for the youth of the town?  He also 
queried how the Leader was progressing with a proposal he had outlined, when in 
Opposition, to reduce the Public Relation staff to one? 

The Portfolio Holder for Children’s Services, Education and Youth Services 
responded, explaining that he was making strenuous efforts to address the drift of 30 
year olds from Poole, addressing the introduction of Diplomas and prioritising 
vocational courses.  

A Member commented that with regard to references on page 10 of the 
Leader’s speech and how the Council was reducing its carbon footprint and 
progressing within environmental areas that the Portfolio Holder for the Environment 
had admitted that he planned to sell recycling materials to China which would negate 
any good work the Council was undertaking to reduce its carbon footprint.

A Member commented he was disappointed with the Leader’s speech feeling 
that Poole ended north of Parkstone and stating that northern parts of the town did 
exist.  He commented on the level of reserves at 19.9% of the budget requirement 
when 16.6% was the Unitary national average feeling that this undermined the 
Council’s argument for fair funding.

A Member commented that he welcomed the proposals to protect the most 
vulnerable, showing that young people were a high priority for the Council.  He 
queried why then there were two special needs schools about to go into special 
measures and noting that it was a disgrace that the Council was protecting the most 
vulnerable yet their reductions of £1.7M across the board funded by reductions in the 
Community Support Budget?  He stated that the Council was passing onto its 
service users increased charges in day care, meals provision.  The £240,000 raised 
by Day Care and Home Care charges was virtually all funded from 70 residents, 
which resulted in £3,000 per resident revealing inequalities in the Budget.

The Portfolio Holder for Schools for the Future and Transportation, Councillor 
White, challenged Councillor Eades on his accusation of a stealth tax relating to Car 
Parking Charges, explaining that there was no stealth tax that all the charges had 
been raised in the public domain.  He challenged Councillor Eades to produce the 
figures to support his allegation that car parking charges were now double what they 
were 5 years ago.  Councillor White explained that with regard to residents’ parking 
permits and the proposed increase, this was the first in 19 years.

In response to the allegations the Portfolio Holder for Wellbeing and Housing 
explained that some Authorities were removing services and not providing a service 
at multiple levels of care but this Council did not want to do that.  It wished to have 
fairer charging across the Board.  Assessments were made to ensure that users 
were maximising the income available to them.  She noted that as Adult Social 
Services was responsible for most of the Council’s budget it must make the most 
savings.  
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A Member queried where the new youth facilities were as in 2006 at a Youth 
Conference, new Youth Clubs and facilities had been promised?  

A Member commented that the Council should be looking after its young 
people as they were the taxpayers of the future.

A Member referred to the revenue increases, 3% of car parking charges, 
charging beach users in the winter and the residents parking scheme all were small 
areas of the budget.  However, he was concerned about what he felt  was the huge 
increase in the Social Services budget.

A Member accused the Liberal Democrat Group of not doing its homework 
with not one suggestion it had made being costed.  He felt this was negative 
Opposition.  Risks had to be evaluated such as equal pay and there had to be a 
challenge to the Government’s funding scheme for this Council.  

With regard to the Reserves a Member commented that the figure in balances 
for the Reserves was the correct figure as the earmarked Reserves could not be 
used to pay the Council’s bills, nor could the money included for schools.  She felt 
the Audit Commission had judged the level of Reserves to be appropriate.

In summing up the Leader explained that he had prepared an alternative 
budget for 12 years the Liberal Democrat Group had failed to do that again this year.  
He felt that the Opposition should state once and for all whether it considered Poole 
was funded fairly and stick to its declared course.  

The requisite number of Members requested a recorded vote on the Budget 
proposals and Council Tax Setting as proposed and voting was as follows:

For: Councillors Adams, Ms Atkinson, Bulteel, Mrs Butt, Chandler, Mrs 
Deas, Mrs Evans, Gillard, Mrs Haines, Mrs Hillman, Mrs Lavender, 
Leverett, Montrose, Parker, Rampton, Sorton, Mrs Stribley, Mrs 
Walton, White, Wilkins and Woodcock.

Against:  Councillors Brooke, Brown, Clements, Curtis, Eades, Mrs 
Long, Maiden, Martin, Mason, Matthews, Mrs Moore, Plummer, Trent, 
Miss Wilson and Wilson.

Abstained:  Councillor Allen (Mayor)

The following proposals were CARRIED.

RESOLVED, that having considered the recommendations of  Portfolio 
Holders And Senior Management Team, which underpin the Medium Term 
Financial Plan 2008/09 to 2010/11, as detailed within the Report to Council.  

1. The Council approve:
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(i) that for the period 2008 to 2011 the Council’s employers 
rate for superannuation purposes remain at 17.1%

(ii) that Service Expenditure budgets be increased in areas 
where both Area Based Grants and previously ring-fenced 
grants have been received in accordance with Appendix A.

(iii) the assumption set out within the Medium Term Financial 
Plan for Council Tax rises in each of the next 3 years to be 
based on, approximately, a 5% increase, 4.9% for 2008/9 
given the level of grant increase received from the Local 
Government Finance Settlement which leaves the Council 
with the lowest level of increase and within the funding 
“floor” for each of the next 3 years.

(iv) a) to acknowledge the difficult issues that Portfolio 
Holders and Service Unit Heads have experienced in 
meeting their budget targets for 2008/09. 

b) endorsement of the actions taken and thank all 
Portfolio Holders and Service Unit Heads on 
achieving the budget targets set.

(v) to creation 2007/08 of specific reserves as detailed:
 

Project Specific Reserves
£M

Schools for The Future –development costs                                1.500
Business Transformation 0.600
Employee First – project costs 1.027
Fourways – development costs             0.350
Office Accommodation Rationalisation  - 
Property Services

0.155

Customer First 0.500

(vi) the level of borrowings to be consistent with the amount of 
“Supported Borrowing” identified by Government Office.  In 
addition “Prudential Borrowing” be undertaken to support 
the replacement of Car Park Ticket Machines as detailed.

(vii)      a) that £ 600,000 of Growth Point capital  grant and all 
revenue grant made available be committed to the 
future development of projects, including feasibility 
costs not currently planned. The remaining resources 
be matched to projects currently developed in the 
capital programme.

b) that £740,000 of capital resources be identified within 
the Capital Programme to add to the funds identified 
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by the National Lottery for the development at 
Hamworthy Library.

(viii)     a) that the Capital Receipts plan (set out in paragraph 
5.6 of the Report to Cabinet and Council) be built into 
the Council’s Medium Term Financial Plan, and;

 b) that further progress be made with regard to the 
Council’s Corporate Asset Management Plan to 
increase the level of Assets available for disposal.

(ix) that no assumptions be included within the Capital 
Programme for resources to be generated from Revenue for 
Capital purposes in 2010/11.

(x)       a) that £2.2 million of Capital Reserves be committed to 
the Capital Programme 

b) that the Medium Term Financial Plan Capital 
Programme include a Contingency of £1 million as 
currently set out.

(xi) that the Medium Term Financial Plan Capital Programme 
provide for resources for the following projects:

                       
Hamworthy Community Facility £0.74m
Waste Transfer Station re location £2.50m
MRF Preparation Costs (Site Clearance Sept. 09)                              £2.40m
Capital Contingency £1.00m

(xii) undertaking a further review of the current Capital 
Programme in light of the demand for resources in 2010/11 
and the resources currently identified as  available . The 
review to be completed by Portfolio Holders and Senior 
Management Team by June 2008.

(xiii) that the annual provision provided to meet Equal Pay be 
increased by a contingency of £500,000 and this to be 
funded, over the Medium Term Financial Plan, by means of 
a reduction in the Current Revenue Contribution to Capital.

(xiv) confirmation that LPSA Reward Grant be made available to 
the Local Strategic Partnership and not be assumed as 
available to support the Council’s Medium Term Financial 
Plan.

(xv) the recommendations set out within the Report to Cabinet 
and Council attached at Appendix C, in relation to the 
Treasury Management Strategy  2008/09.
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(xvi) a more fundamental review of the Medium Term Financial 
Plan be undertaken and reported to Cabinet in June 2008. 
This review to include Portfolio and Service Unit budget 
targets for 2009/10.

2. That Council approve the Council Tax Resolution 2008/2009 as 
follows:- 

COUNCIL TAX RESOLUTION 2008/2009

(ii) The following have been approved by Council:

(a) the Revenue Estimates for 2008/2009,

(b) the Capital Programme for 2008/2009 and future 
years.

(iii) That it be noted that at its meeting on 29 January 2008, the 
Cabinet approved the amount of 57,770 as its Council Tax 
Base for the year 2008/2009 in accordance with the Local 
Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 
1992 as amended.

(iv) That the following amounts be now calculated by the 
Council for the year 2008/2009 in accordance with Sections 
32 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, as 
amended by The Local Authorities (Alteration of Requisite 
Calculations) (England) Regulations 2003 and 2008.

(a) £290,765,000.00 - (gross expenditure) being the 
aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates 
for the items set out in Section 32(2)(a) to (e) of the Act.

(b) £199,863,044.10  - (gross income) being the aggregate of 
the amounts which the Council estimates for the items 
set out in Section 32(3)(a) to (c) of the Act.

(c) £90,901,955.90 - being the amount by which the 
aggregate at (iv) (a) above exceeds the aggregate at 2 
(iv) (b) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance 
with Section 32(4) of the Act, as its budget requirement 
for the year.

(d) £26,103,080.00 - being the aggregate of the sums which 
the Council estimates will be payable for the year into its 
General Fund in respect of redistributed Non-Domestic 
Rates and Revenue Support Grant. The Council 
estimates a zero transfer in the year from its Collection 
Fund to its General Fund in accordance with Section 
97(3) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988 
(Council Tax Surplus).
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(e) (iv) (c) minus (iv) (d) above is the actual amount required 
to be raised from Council Tax, and will be the demand 
on the Collection Fund, a total of £64,798,875.90.  This 
equates to £1,121.67 – being the amount at 2 (iv) (c) 
above less the amount at (iv) (d) above all divided by the 
amount at 2 (iii) above, calculated by the Council in 
accordance with Section 33(1) of the Act, as the basic 
amount of its Council Tax for the year.

(f) Valuation Band

A
£

B
£

C
£

D
£

E
£

F
£

G
£

H
£

747.78 872.41 997.04 1121.67 1370.93 1620.19 1869.45 2243.34

being the amounts given by multiplying the amount at 
2 (iv) (e) by the number which, in the proportion set out 
in Section 5(1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings 
listed in a particular valuation band divided by the 
number which in that proportion is applicable to 
dwellings listed in Valuation Band D, calculated by the 
Council in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, as 
the amounts to be taken into account for the year in 
respect of categories of dwellings listed in different 
valuation bands.

(v) That it be noted that for the year 2008/2009, Dorset Police 
Authority and Dorset Fire Authority have stated the 
following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in 
accordance with Sections 39/40 of the Local Government 
Finance Act 1992 (as amended by Section 27 of the Police 
and Magistrates Courts Act 1994 and The Local Authorities 
(Alteration of Requisite Calculations) (England) Regulations 
2003), for each of the categories of dwellings shown below.

Precepting Authority: Dorset Police Authority: £ 9,488,722.50

Valuation Band:

A
£

B
£

C
£

D
£

E
£

F
£

G
£

H
£

109.50 127.75 146.00 164.25 200.75 237.25 273.75 328.50

Precepting Authority: Dorset Fire Authority: £ 3,223,566.00

A
£

B
£

C
£

D
£

E
£

F
£

G
£

H
£

37.20 43.40 49.60 55.80 68.20 80.60 93.00 111.60
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(vi) That having calculated the aggregate in each case of the 
amounts at (iv) (f) and (v) above, the Council, in accordance 
with Section 30(2) of the Local Government Finance Act 
1992, hereby sets the following amounts as the amounts of 
Council Tax for the year 2008/2009 for each of the 
categories of dwellings shown below:

Valuation Band:

A
£

B
£

C
£

D
£

E
£

F
£

G
£

H
£

894.48 1043.56 1192.64 1341.72 1639.88 1938.04 2236.20 2683.44

The Meeting adjourned at 9:00pm and reconvened at 8:18pm.

C151.08 APPROVAL FOR THE ACQUISITION OF A COUNCIL ASSET – LAND AT 
BACK WATER CHANNEL: REPORT OF THE PORTFOLIO HOLDER FOR 
RESOURCES

Councillor Sorton referred to this Report printed in the public part of the 
Agenda and also to the Supplementary Agenda, which, due to the commercial 
sensitivity, had been included as a confidential item.  Councillor Sorton explained to 
the Council that the main report detailed in the public agenda was sufficient to allow 
the Council to make a decision.  The only issue in the Confidential report was more 
detailed information required for the Council to negotiate its terms outlined in the 
Confidential Report and should Councillors wish to consider this in detail, then it may 
be necessary for the Council to exclude the public and press.

Councillor Sorton outlined that Compulsory Purchase Order rights did not 
apply to the Crown.  He explained that the Council had successfully obtained Growth 
Point Grant Funding of £425,000 for the purpose of securing the access rights to the 
seabed and foreshore to enable construction of the Twin Sails Bridge.  The Head of 
Legal and Democratic Services was to agree detailed terms for the agreement of the 
sale transfer and deed of grant.  Completion of the transaction was required before 
the end of this Financial Year, 31 March 2008, in order to secure this funding.  This 
funding would effectively underwrite most of the costs to the Council.  Cabinet, at its 
Meeting on 29 January 2008, had considered the proposals to purchase the freehold 
interest and other ancillary rights to land at the Back Water Channel, Poole currently 
in the ownership of the Crown Estates, and unanimously recommended its approval 
to Council.

Failure to conclude negotiations by 31 March may result in a loss of the 
Growth Point Funding.  If this was the case the Council would need to find alternative 
funds to meet the cost of £425,000.  Councillor Sorton explained to the Council that 
the loss of this funding opportunity needed to be balanced against the scale of the 
original negotiating position of the Crown in 2005/6 when it was looking for 
consideration of over £1million.  Members were content not to discuss the detailed 
financial position in the public part of the Meeting.
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A Member queried whether the Council would be involved in increased costs 
if the procurement cost was put on hold.  Councillor Sorton explained that it was 
hoped that the procurement process would begin shortly, subject to reasonable 
progress being made with developer negotiations.  Reaching agreement with the 
Crown by 31 March 2008 would result in the Growth Point Funding becoming 
available with the balance of the funding (£45,000 plus £12,000 stamp duty land tax) 
to be met from the existing Full Sail Ahead Budget provision.  He stated he was not 
anticipating an increase in costs.

RESOLVED that Council approves

(i) an agreement for the purchase by the Council of the freehold interest 
and other ancillary rights in land at the Back Water Channel, Poole, 
subject to the conditions and under the terms to be negotiated by the 
Head of Legal Services with the Crown Estates Commissioner’s 
Solicitors, each party to bear its own costs; and

(ii) Council notes the additional information with regard to the Crown 
Estates, (detailed in full in the Confidential Supplementary Agenda item 
to Council).

C152.08 PROPOSED CHANGE TO THE SCHEME OF DELEGATION IN RELATION 
TO PROPERTY SERVICES: REPORT OF THE HEAD OF LEGAL AND 
DEMOCRATIC SERVICES

It was moved, seconded and RESOLVED that this item be deferred for 
consideration by Service Provision Scrutiny and Audit Committee.

C153.08 APPOINTMENT OF THE HEAD OF FINANCIAL SERVICES AND SECTION 
151 OFFICER: REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Members were aware that the current Head of Financial Services was shortly 
to be leaving the Council to take up a position with New Forest Council.  The Council 
agreed that, should there be a candidate the Appointment Panel felt suitable for 
appointment, delegation should be granted to allow such an appointment to be made 
to the Head of Financial Services position before the next meeting of the Council.

Interim arrangements for the Section 151 Officer had been considered and 
the Chief Executive asked that Council appoint the current Deputy Section 151 
Officer, Mr Ian Milner, as the Interim Section 151 Officer.  

It was moved, seconded and RESOLVED

(i) that the Cross Party Appointment Panel convened to consider 
recruiting a Head of Financial Services and Section 151 Officer be 
authorised to make an appointment to this Post, should there be a 
suitable applicant; and

(ii) that Mr Ian Milner be appointed as the Section 151 Officer of the 
Council with effect from 22nd February 2008 until an appointment was 
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made to the Post of Head of Financial Services and Section 151 Officer 
and that person was in Post.

C154.08 NOTICE OF MOTIONS

There were no Notice of Motions.

C154.08 QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE POLICE AND FIRE AUTHORITY

There were no Questions received.

C155.08 QUESTIONS RELATING TO GENERAL BUSINESS

A Question had been received from Councillor Wilson to Councillor Leverett 
and was answered and is detailed in Appendix 1 to these Minutes.

C156.08 URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.

C157.08 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

“RESOLVED that, under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, 
the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the business specified in Item 
20 as it was likely that if the members of the public were present there would be 
disclosure to them of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 1 of Part I of 
Schedule 12A of the said Act and the public interest in withholding the information 
outweighed the public interest in disclosing it”.

C158.08 SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA: APPROVAL FOR THE ACQUISITION OF A 
COUNCIL ASSET: LAND AT BACK WATER CHANNEL: UPDATED 
INFORMATION

Council noted that Councillor Sorton had dealt with this item in the public part 
of the Agenda.

C159.08 NOMINATIONS FOR MAYOR AND SHERIFF 2008/09

It was proposed and seconded and RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs Joyce 
Lavender be proposed at Annual Council for the office of Mayor for the 2008/09 
Municipal Year.

It was moved, seconded and RESOLVED that Councillor Charles Meachin be 
proposed as Sheriff for the 2008/09 Municipal Year at the Annual Meeting of the 
Council.

MAYOR
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APPENDIX A

QUESTION AND ANSWER UNDER STANDING ORDER 9.2 TO 9.4

1. Question to Councillor Brian Leverett, Leader of the Council, from 
Councillor Graham Wilson

“Can you please reassure residents of The Borough of Poole that you will 
never allow Open Space and Recreation Land to be considered to be built on for any 
Commercial or Housing without having fully consulted and agreed by residents of 
Poole”.

Councillor Graham Wilson

RESPONSE

I would advise the questioner, the Local Plan which his Party was responsible for in 
1994 states (Policy L1) “Planning permission will not be granted where it will result in 
the loss of significant areas of P.O.S” (significant is defined as 100sq metres or 
more) unless appropriate replacement space is provided or the development is for 
essential community purposes.  When any applications are made, the Council 
notifies local residents in accordance with the longstanding agreed procedures.

As the Councillor will know, any disposal of designated public open space can only 
be undertaken after the proposal is advertised and any representations considered.

Councillor Brian Leverett


